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11 QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN INTERVIEWING A DJ

1. Do you use professional pro audio gear? What are some of the brand names you use?

If the DJ tells you name brands that you can buy at the local electronic store chances are they are not using pro 

audio gear. Home hi-fi gear is not made to hold up to the demands of repeat performances of professional use.

2. Do you provide back up gear in case of an emergency?

Chances are nothing will happen at your event, but if it does, is your DJ prepared to troubleshoot the problem?  

Do they have back-up equipment on location to get the party back on track? 

3. Is your DJ service is insured?

If the service is professional and reputable, they will be insured. Most DJ services will at least have liability  

insurance for $1,000,000. Some will also have their equipment insured.

4. Are we guaranteed the DJ of our choice the day of the event?

Some DJ companies have more than one DJ. While the company may have been in business for years, your DJ may 

have been hired last week, so be sure who you are getting. 

5. How many years of experience do you have?

The question actually should be how many events have you performed at? A seasoned DJ will  

have performed at hundreds.

6. May we call three of your references?

A good DJ service keeps current references. The list that they provide for you should have at least ten or more 

names and not be more than six months old. 

7. How will you be dressed?

Specify the type of apparel they are expected to wear for your occasion. If you are having a “themed” event, make 

sure your entertainer is informed.

8. How early will you be set up?

Most DJ services like to have the opportunity to do a sound and light check before any guests arrive.

9. Do you allow requests from us and/or our guests?

Don’t expect the DJ to play every request. An excellent DJ blends requests with songs that will get your  

guests up and moving.

10. What type of music is available?

A good DJ service will carry a wide variety of music and will have as many as 2000 hits or more. 

11. Do you provide a written contract?

It is extremely important to have your booking confirmed in writing. If you are expecting a specific entertainer, 

make sure you get it in writing as well.

 from Phil Tucker of Official Entertainment


